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PROGRAM
Processional

9 a.m.
College of Engineering and Science (Undergraduate)
Grand Marshal Edward Kalajian, Ph.D.
Candidates for the Bachelor’s Degree 
Candidates for the Associate Degree

1 p.m.
College of Engineering and Science (Graduate)
Nathan M. Bisk College of Business
Grand Marshal Alexander Vamosi, Ph.D.
Candidates for the Doctoral Degree
Candidates for the Master’s Degree 
Candidates for the Bachelor’s Degree
Candidates for the Associate Degree

5 p.m.
College of Aeronautics
College of Psychology and Liberal Arts
Grand Marshal John Cain, Ph.D.
Candidates for the Doctoral Degree
Candidates for the Master’s Degree 
Candidates for the Bachelor’s Degree
Candidates for the Associate Degree

Faculty 

Commencement Oǯcials and Distinguished Guests
(Audience will please stand.)

National Anthem
Led by College Players/Players in Harmony

President’s Address
John Nicklow, Ph.D.

Commencement Speaker
Joan Higginbotham ’92 M.S., ’96 M.S.

Presentation of the Faculty Honors Award
Nakin Suksawang, Ph.D., President of the Faculty Senate

Conferring of Degrees
John Nicklow, Ph.D.

Alma Mater

Recessional
Grand Marshal

(Members of the audience are requested to remain standing until the academic procession has left the auditorium.)
A professional photographer will take photos of each graduate. It is not necessary to leave your seat to take photographs.
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
To our graduates and newest alumni: 

Congratulations from your Florida Tech family! We are immensely 
proud of your accomplishments. Today is a milestone moment, 
something to enjoy and to celebrate. You have worked hard and 
succeeded in this major step forward in your life. 

I hope you feel grateful and proud of what you have just 
accomplished. Look back over your time at Florida Tech and 
savor those memories. A walk through the botanical garden. 
A good grade in that notoriously diǯcult class. An amazing 
international meal at PDH. Those are key parts of your time here, 
and Florida Tech is proud to do them better than most, as The Wall 
Street Journal noted when it ranked us 6th in the nation earlier this 
year for our student experience. 

So these memories and experiences are part of who you are now, 
but they are not ALL that you are. There is so much more to come.

It is now time to face your next challenge, with all that entails. 
Excitement, anticipation, maybe a little anxiety. But it’s worth it! 
Remember, you don’t have to be great to start, the motivational 
speaker Zig Ziglar reminded us, but you have to start to be great.

And thankfully, that Florida Tech diploma you have earned brings 





COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Joan Higginbotham is an electrical engineer, rocket scientist, 
retired astronaut, successful corporate leader and Florida Tech 
alumna who holds two graduate degrees from the university: 
a Master of Science in Management and a Master of Science 
in Space Systems. Her career spans the government, public 
and private sectors, including NASA and several Fortune 500 
companies in the aerospace, energy and retail industries.  

Higginbotham’s career at NASA began in 1987, when she 
worked as payload electrical engineer in the electrical and 
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Founded in 1958 as Brevard Engineering College 
by Jerome P. Keuper, Florida Tech initially 
oǪered continuing education opportunities to 

scientists, engineers and technicians working at 
what is now NASA’s John F. Kennedy Space Center. 
The new college grew quickly, paralleling the rapid 
development of America’s space program. The 
college, dubbed by the media as the “night school for 
missilemen,” gained international attention, including 
a visit from legendary rocket scientist Wernher 
von Braun.

From the beginning, Florida Tech has been 
committed to excellence in graduate education. A 
1962 article in The New York Times described Brevard 
Engineering College as “the only space engineering 
college in the country Ƥ its graduate course oǪers 
engineers the opportunity to obtain a master’s degree 
and keep up with the advancement taking place daily 
at the Cape.”

At the time of the article, all of the college’s graduate 
students worked on America’s race to space during 
the day and attended classes at night. Today, as the 
university has evolved, nearly 60% of on-campus 
graduate students attend and do research full time.

The university moved to its current Melbourne 
campus in 1961, and construction began immediately 
on administration and classroom buildings to 
augment existing buildings on the site. Before 
the decade’s end, the university would break 
ground on its Ǭrst million-dollar building, the 
Crawford Building.

In 1966, the college changed its name to Florida 
Institute of Technology to acknowledge its growing 
identity as a scientiǬc and technological university, 
the only such independent institution in the 
Southeast.

During the 1990s, the university added new facilities 
valued at nearly $50 million with construction of the 
F.W. Olin engineering, life sciences and physical 
sciences buildings and the Charles and Ruth 
Clemente Center for Sports and Recreation. The next 
wave of modernization included $75 million in new 
infrastructure, including the Emil Buehler Center for 
Aviation Training and Research, Ruth Funk Center, 
The Scott Center for Autism Treatment, L3Harris 
Center for Science and Engineering, Panther Dining 
Hall, Panther Aquatic Center, L3Harris Commons, 
Varsity Training Center, L3Harris Student Design 
Center and a parking structure.

Florida Tech campus facilities continue to evolve 
to meet 21st-century needs. In 2020, the Folliard 
Alumni Center opened on the site of the old Alumni 
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ACADEMIC ORGANIZATION
The university is organized into four academic units: College of Aeronautics, Nathan M. Bisk College of 
Business, College of Engineering and Science and College of Psychology and Liberal Arts.

College of Aeronautics
The College of Aeronautics oǪers Bachelor of 
Science degrees in aeronautical science, aviation 
administration, aviation human factors & safety, 
aviation management and aviation meteorology, each 
with Ǯight and nonǮight options. The college also 
oǪers a Bachelor of Arts in aviation management; 
associate degrees in aeronautical science with Ǯight, 
air traǯc control, aviation management with and 
without Ǯight, aviation meteorology with Ǯight, and 
Ǯight operations and dispatch; masterƜs degrees 
in airport development and management, applied 
aviation safety, aviation human factors, aviation 
management, aviation safety, and human factors 
in aeronautics; a Ph.D. in aviation sciences; and a 
Doctor of Aviation, Av.D.

Nathan M. Bisk  
College of Business
The Nathan M. Bisk College of Business oǪers 
associate degrees in accounting, business 
administration, healthcare management, 
management, and marketing; bachelorƜs degrees in 
accounting, business administration, Ǭnance, and 
information systems; masterƜs degrees in accounting 
and Ǭnancial forensics, acquisition and contract 
management, business administration, commercial 
enterprise in space, healthcare management, human 
resources management, information technology, 
information technology–cybersecurity, information 
technology–database administration, logistics 
management, logistics management–humanitarian 
and disaster relief logistics, management, 
managementƙacquisition and contract management, 
management–human resources management, 
management–information systems, management–
logistics management, management–transportation 
management, public administration, project 
management, project management–information 
systems, project management–operations research, 
quality management, supply chain management, 
systems management, systems management–
information systems, systems management–
operations research, and technology management; 
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Academic heraldry in the form of academic 
dress reaches as far back as the earliest days 
of the oldest universities. Formal directives 

concerning the correct and proper wearing of 
academic regalia date back to the early 14th century. 
In the United States, as a result of our English 
heritage, caps and gowns have been used since 
colonial times.

As heraldic devices such as shields, coats of arms, 
standards, etc., could identify a knight and his 
individual heritage, academic costume can describe 
the academic origin and accomplishments of the 
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Dennis R. Uriarte Jr.
M.A. Professional Behavior Analysis

Florida Institute of Technology
B.A. Psychology

Florida International University
Dissertation: “The Use of Training and Coaching to 

Improve the Use of the Performance Diagnostic 
Checklist for Novel Managers: Functional Assessment, 
Intervention Selection, and Implementation”

Major Professor: Nicholas Weatherly, Ph.D.

Biological Sciences
Raymond Barry Banister

B.S. Marine Sciences
Jacksonville University

Dissertation: “Optimization of Coral Restoration 
Along the Florida Reef Tract”

Major Professor: Robert van Woesik, Ph.D.

Kirstin D. Cutshaw
B.S. Biochemistry

Florida Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Revealing the Quorum Sensing System in 

the Model Eukaryote Chlamydomonas Reinhardtii”
Major Professor: Andrew Palmer, Ph.D.

David Francis Handy
B.S. Astrobiology 

Florida Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “IMPSS: Investigating Microbe-

Plant Symbioses in Space”
Major Professor: Andrew Palmer, Ph.D.

Biomedical Engineering
Shirin Changizi

B.S. Biomedical Engineering
AmirKabir University of Technology, Islamic 
Republic of Iran

Dissertation: “Controlled Delivery of Peptide 
and Gasotransmitter for Promoting 
Vacular Endothelialization”

Major Professor: Christopher Bashur, Ph.D.

Rubens Jourdain
M.S. Biomedical Informatics

Nova Southeastern University
B.A.S. Information Technology

Devry University
Dissertation: “Computational Modeling of CO-loaded 

Microbubbles Transport in the Blood Brain Barrier”
Major Professor: Christopher Bashur, Ph.D.

Nashaita Yezdi Patrawalla
M.S. Biomedical Engineering
B.S. Astrobiology

Florida Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Advancing Biofabrication 

Methodologies to Develop Biomimetic Tissue 
Sca�olds for Musculoskeletal Applications”

Major Professor: Vipuil Kishore, Ph.D.

Chemistry
Changgong Xu

B.S. Chemistry 
University of Wyoming

Dissertation: “Development of Chiral Lewis 
Base Catalysts for Chlorosilane-Mediated 
Asymmetric C-C Bond Formations”

Major Professor: Norito Takenaka, Ph.D.

Civil Engineering
Saeed Abdulkhaliq J. Alghamdi

M.S. Civil Engineering
Florida Institute of Technology

M.S. Civil Engineering
B.S. Civil Engineering

King Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Dissertation: “Development of A Model to Predict 

Maximum Crack Width and Spacing in Reinforced 
Concrete Beams Under Flexural Stress”

Major Professor: Nakin Suksawang, Ph.D.

Jingchen Bi
M.S. Ocean Engineering

Florida Institute of Technology
B.S. Ocean Technology

Ocean University of China, People’s Republic of China
Dissertation: “Investigating U.S. Consumer Demand 

for Food Products: Factors from Supply Chain 
Traceability to Innovative Transportation Certi�cates 
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Jasmina Milosevic
Master of Public Administration 

University of Central Florida
M.S. Industrial/Organizational Psychology
B.A. Psychology

Florida Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “The role of Self in Self-control Dilemmas: 

Self-concept, Con�ict, and Self-Conscious Emotions”
Major Professor: Patrick Converse, Ph.D.

Katherine Naomi Rau
M.S. Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Florida Institute of Technology
B.S. Psychology

West Chester University of Pennsylvania
Dissertation: “The Dark Side of Engagement: 

An Organizational Fairness Perspective”
Major Professor: Richard Griffith, Ph.D.

Mathematics Education
Emily Elrod

Ed.S. Mathematics Education
Florida Institute of Technology

M.A. Educational leadership
University of Central Florida

B.B.A. 
University of Miami

Dissertation: “Establishing a Quantitative Literacy Framework 
for Postsecondary Mathematics Courses: A Delphi Study”

Major Professor: Joo Young Park, Ph.D.

Mechanical Engineering
Godwyll Aikins

M.S. Mechanical Engineering
B.S. Mechanical Engineering

Florida Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Solving Partial Observability 

With Deep Reinforcement Learning”
Major Professor: Kim-Doang Nguyen, Ph.D.

Faraz Ege
M.S. Mechanical Engineering

Gazi University, Turkey
B.S. Mechanical Engineering

Urmia University, Islamic Republic of Iran
Dissertation: “Fabrication and Performance 

Demonstration of Compact Adsorption Heat Pump”
Major Professor: Darshan Pahinkar, Ph.D.

Joseph Russell Sargent
M.S. Operational Research

Texas A&M University
B.S. Mechanical Engineering

Norwich University
Dissertation: “Experimental and Numerical 

Analysis of Laminar and Transitional Flow 
through Annular Corrugated Pipes”

Major Professor: Daniel Kirk, Ph.D.

Oceanography



—14—

Science Education
Kay Sharon Stanfield

M.S. Exercise Science
University of Alabama

Dissertation: “Investigating the Relationship Between 
Metacognition, Motivation, Self-Regulation Strategy 
Use, and Physical Activity Participation”

Major Professor: Kastro Hamed, Ph.D.

Space Sciences
Devon Edward Clautice

M.S. Space Sciences
Florida Institute of Technology

B.S. Physics & Mathematical Science
University of Central Florida

Dissertation: “Unraveling the Physics of 
Quasar Jets Using HST Polarimetry”

Major Professor: Eric Perlman, Ph.D.

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
Marian Kay Amundsen

M.S. Psychology
B.A. Forensic Psychology

Florida Institute of Technology
Doctoral Research Project: What’s Hope got to Do with it? 

The Role of Hope in Sexual Abuse Treatment Outcomes
Internship: Sheridan VA Health Care System, Sheridan, WY
Major Advisor: Demara Bennett, Psy.D.

Jennifer Alexis Beard
M.S. Psychology

Florida Institute of Technology
B.A. Psychology
B.A. Criminal Justice

University of North Florida
Doctoral Research Project: The Impact of Arrest History 

and Unemployment on Depression and Anxiety
Internship: Northeast Florida State Hospital, MacClenny, FL
Major Advisor: Julie Costopoulos, Ph.D.

Rachel Elizabeth Boven
M.S. Psychology

Florida Institute of Technology
M.A. Psychology

West Chester University
B.A. Psychology

Millersville University
Doctoral Research Project: Use of the Social 

Cognition and Object Relations Scale-Global 
to Evaluate the Impact of Parental Divorce on 
College Students’ Interpersonal Functioning
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GRADUATE DEGREES—MASTER’S
Felicia C. Decker 
Macie Lynn Renee Derouen 
Sampada Deshpande 
Kathleen Dietrich 
Sapphire Michele Dixon 
Maria Dominique Santos Dizon 
Lily Do 
Anh Doan 
Eunice Doble 
Julia Anne Doherty 
Edith Dominguez 
Linda C. Doss 
Cailin E. Dowd 
Jenna Dunn 
Nicole M. Durand 
Hayley Durden 
Daniel Andrew Durie 
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GRADUATE DEGREES—MASTER’S
David Limas De La Paz 
Jasmine Simone Lindsay 
Michelle Dan Liu 
Colleen Lonergan 
Claudia Emily Lopez 
Edgar G. Lopez 
Paola Lopez 
Adriana Guadalupe Lopez Martinez 
Yadira B. Lopez Ramirez 
Queen Lucombe 
Rose Ludescher 
Emily Jean Ludwig 
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GRADUATE DEGREES—MASTER’S
Kalinah M. Sanders 
Deborah Santiago-Rodriguez 
Abigael Scarborough 
Hannah Diane Schademan 
Rachel Schueg 
Carleigh E. Sconyers 
Lucy Rose Scotti 
Sylvia Selitto 
Caitlin Shafer 
Anushka Shakeel 
Jaidyn Sharp 
Madelyn A. Shaw 
Kathryn Shores 
Abigail Shoun 
Paul Shuping 
Renata Silva 
Kaitlin Simmons 
Katelynn Alexis Sketoe 
Brittany M. Slaughter 
Alexa Lee Smith 
Canyon Smith 
Eva Marie Smith 
Stela Sokoli 
Amanda Soler 
Luke Somerville 
Cori Soud 
Kiel Spencer 
Tyler Stevens 
Taylor Strauch 
Danaya Sueiro 
Sara Margaret Swanson 
Meaghan Mary Szachta 
Melissa Mei Shi Tan 
Tina Tao 
Natalie Taylor 
Rebecca M. Tellez 
Cali Lynne Thies 
Chastyn Thomas 
Emily S. Thomas 
Stephanie Jacqueline Thomas 
Stacia Ann Thomason Zion 
Christy L. Thompson 
Darius Tice 
Jordan Robert Tillinghast 
Jennifer Kim To 
Kelly P. Tran 
Mai Thanh Tran 
Anna Kathleen Trotter 
Chauntell Troutman 
Megan K. Trump 
Kristal Tunson 
Claire O’Leary Urmanski 
Erica Malene Valadez 
Diana A. Valerio Acosta 
Aniuska Valladares Parra 
Maria Valle 
Rachel Van Buskirk
Katya Van Dyke 
Emilee Lauren Vance 

Brianna Vandegrift 
Briah Roshelle Vane 
Shina George Varghese 
Joshua Vaughn 
Ayle Vega 
Isabella Velazquez 
Daniel Alejandro Victoria 
Luis Rafael Victoria 















May 2024

Dear Florida Tech Graduate,

Congratulations on earning your degree! The 70,000+ alumni of the Florida Institute of 
Technology family and our board of directors are pleased to welcome you into the select 
group of individuals who have graduated from Florida Tech. Further, we welcome you 
into the Florida Tech Alumni Association.

You have only one requirement to participate in the many beneǬts and programs of the 
alumni associationƚkeep the Oǯce of Alumni AǪairs informed of your current mail and 
email addresses, so we can keep in touch with you (and make sure you sign up on our 






