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Dear Florida Tech Alumni and Friends,

Welcome to a very special edition of  
the Florida Tech TODAY magazine. In this  
exciting issue is the announcement of the 
Golden Anniversary Campaign for Florida Tech. 
This new campaign, the most ambitious in the 
university’s history, is the perfect way to close the 
university’s first 50 years, and serves as a fitting 
beginning to the next 50. 

In this very special issue, you will learn why we’ve embarked on this 
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On Campus 

Among other member institutions are Stanford 
University, University of California at Berkeley, Rice 
University, Dartmouth College and University of 
Colorado, Boulder.

The CISM Science and Technology Center is 
headquartered at Boston University.

University Names New 
Trustee Brandon

Harry Brandon has been named a member of 
the Florida Tech board of trustees. He was welcomed 
to the board at the fall trustees meeting on campus. 

    A Melbourne-area real estate 
investor, Brandon is a past vice 
president of marketing for Harris 
Corporation and has 26 years of 
computer marketing and market-
ing management experience. 
He led worldwide marketing 
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On Campus 

Grant Funds Remote Sensing, 
Robotics Curriculum

A $423,000 grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education, Fund for the Improvement of 
Postsecondary Education, will support a curricu-
lum in remote sensing systems and moving robotic 
platforms. Charles Bostater, associate professor of 
physical oceanography and environmental sciences, 
won the grant. This continues support of a coopera-
tive international effort with Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics (BME) and the Royal 
Military Academy (RMA) in Brussels, Belgium.

In this new effort, faculty and students are 
developing an interdisciplinary curriculum that 
directly focuses on remote sensing systems, moving 
robotic platforms and the system risks associated 
with the detection of unexploded ordnance and with 
humanitarian de-mining. The technology to detect 
these materials may also be used in marine and 
coastal environments.

Balint Kiss of BME and Yvon Baudoin of the 
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On Campus 

Researchers Boost County Science Programs
The university has earned a National Science Foundation (NSF) continuation 

grant of nearly $1.7 million over three years. The grant, from the NSF’s Graduate 
Teaching Fellowship (K-12) program, enables the university to continue the work 
with Brevard County high school integrated science teachers, which was begun 
in fall 2005. The new funding will focus on using the mobile laboratory, SEAS: 
Science Exploration at Sea, and supporting teachers in taking full advantage of the 
project activities and modules developed under the previous grant. Additionally, the 
funding will continue to support free science seminars, led by university faculty and 
other internationally renowned researchers at public schools throughout the county.

“We hope that the program will serve as a model for K-12 outreach programs 
throughout the county,” said Richard Tankersley, program director. John 
Windsor, professor of oceanography, is co-investigator on the grant. The project, 
Integrated Science Teaching Enhancement Partnership (InSTEP), is designed to 
improve science instruction and increase student enthusiasm for scientific inquiry 
and discovery. Partnering with integrated science teachers in grades 9-11 are inter-
disciplinary Florida Tech graduate students, or Fellows.

Ken Droscher and Karen Rhine, 
assistant director of university 
communications, provide 
perspective standing under a 
huge sign that greets visitors to 
Melbourne International Airport.
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Alumni News 
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Alumni News 

After winning the men’s overall in both 1986 and 
1987 and the combined overall in ’87, Jurgens relin-



Florida Tech TODAY | 11

The Golden Anniversary Campaign for Florida Tech is the single most 

ambitious undertaking in the university’s 50-year history. Our goal, 

$50 million, is the largest ever for a Florida Tech campaign, and each 

of the university’s six colleges will benefit. This is an extraordinary 

time to be a part of the Florida Institute of Technology family.
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“The Golden Anniversary Campaign for Florida Tech is the single most 

ambitious undertaking in the university’s 50-year history. Our goal, $50 million, 

is the largest ever for a Florida Tech campaign, and each of the university’s six 

colleges will benefit. This is an extraordinary time to be a part of the Florida 

Institute of Technology family.”

With these words, Florida Tech President Anthony J. Catanese heralded the 





“The Golden Anniversary Campaign will generate bricks 

and mortar projects that will allow us to build on the infrastruc-

ture created by the F.W. Olin gifts,” said Fox. “The new facilities 

we have planned for this campaign will lead to more research 



“In every campaign, 85 percent of the money raised will come 

from individuals,” said Fox. “With planned giving and opportunities 

like the Florida Tech Legacy Society, the money builds over time, and 

even an average donor can have a major impact on the institution.”

For Farmer, also chairman of the board of trustees, the heart of 

the Golden Anniversary Campaign is to better the lives of Florida 

Tech students.

“There is no requirement for our alumni and friends to give to 

this campaign,” said Farmer. “We want each of our donors to feel a 

sense of satisfaction that they have contributed to something that 

has the capability to make a very real difference. That’s what this 

campaign is all about.”
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FA C I L I T I E S
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Pictured above, faculty Ming Zhang, Niescja Turner, Hamid Rassoul 

(founder, former director 1991–2006), former astronaut Sam Durrance, Ramon 

Lopez and Joseph Dwyer (current director) lead the programs for students 

who want to pursue space-related careers. 

It’s a given that students experience hands-on, resume-enriching 

research. Students design space missions or space instrumentation and 

analyze observations from current NASA spacecraft, such as ACE (Advanced 

Composition Explorer), Wind and Ulysses. They measure solar energetic 

particles and the impact of solar eruptions on the geospace environment and 

observe X-rays from lightning discharges.  

In the GPL, the flash, dazzle and zap! is sometimes in the laboratories. It’s 

always in the faculty. 

And through the Golden Anniversary Campaign, Florida Tech can 

ensure our dynamic faculty remain and grow with the university. Campaign 

contributions will support endowed chairs—recognizing that stellar faculty is 

key in attracting excellent students and building a world-class university.
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Masterful Minds, 
Revolutionary Research

Born in the age of exploration during man’s race for space, 

Florida Tech still embraces the joy of discovery and a dedication 

to remarkable research. 

In the chemistry department, Joshua Rokach investigates 

chronic inflammatory diseases through funding provided by the 

National Institutes of Health. One current program in his labo-

ratory involves isoprostanes. These byproducts of free radical 

damage to lipids and fatty molecules were discovered in human 

urine by Rokach and his collaborators.

Free radicals cause toxicity in the body and attack body 

tissues. Rokach’s research utilizes an innovative technique to 

measure the level of isoprostanes in body fluid, which then 

is used as an index of free radical damage in disease states—

work which has received a U.S. patent. 

Florida Tech graduate students enjoy the distinctive oppor-

tunity to share in groundbreaking research like this. Chemistry 

doctoral student Namin Kang is pictured here reviewing thin 

layer chromatography results with Rokach. Kang’s research 

focuses on the total syntheses of biologically important mole-

cules for the development of synthetic probes designed to 

identify and isolate enzymes and receptors.

The Golden Anniversary Campaign will support such 

research and other endeavors to increase Florida Tech’s 

presence as a world-class research university—building 

a dynamic program that supports faculty excellence and 

encourages student innovation. Currently, funded research 

within the university’s six colleges totals $35 million. Other 

active investigations include examining the origin of light-

ning, producing and purifying hydrogen and harnessing 

that resource for fuel cell performance, improving under-

standing and treatment for autistic children and adults, 

creating and deploying artificial reefs, and implementing 

computer security solutions.

An expanded commitment to undergraduate research 

is a principal goal over the next decade, providing all 

undergraduate students at Florida Tech the opportunity 

to work on funded research projects. Generous support of 

this campaign today—through investments in infrastruc-

ture, equipment and facilities—will help make this long-

term commitment a reality … inspiring the discoveries of 

tomorrow.
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THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN FOR FLORIDA TECH — 12
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THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN FOR FLORIDA TECH — 15



Florida Tech TODAY | 25

Reaching Out with Words and Deeds 
President Anthony J. Catanese believes that American higher education is based on 

a tripod of teaching, research and service—each leg equally strong. As a result of this 

commitment to service, he made Florida Tech a certifying organization for the (U.S.) 

President’s Volunteer Service Award. In spring 2006, two student organizations won it 

as did the Division of Student Affairs staff. One staff member, Sara Mayer, individually 

volunteered 723 hours.

But, Florida Tech takes service further. It goes out to the community through 

mentor-partnerships, research studies, free courses, free lectures and free concerts.

Faculty John Trefry (left) and John Windsor coordinated the on-campus 25th 

Anniversary of the Future of the Indian River System Symposium in 2006, 25 years 

after presenting the first one. The two have persevered all those years, continuing 

research on this vital, nationally significant estuary.

The university offers state-of-the art facilities, technical training courses, 

professional enrichment and networking opportunities, free of charge, through the 

National Center for Small Business Information.  

  The Integrated Science Teaching Enhancement Partnership (InSTEP) earned a 

second $1.7 million, three-year grant from the National Science Foundation in 2007.

Brainchild of Richard Tankersley and John Windsor, the program creates 

curriculum and teaching tools for high school integrated science teachers around 

Florida as well as a free public science lecture series. Additionally, the university 

collaborates with the Brevard Zoo on Science Café Chats led by Florida Tech faculty.

Add to this free humanities and astronomy lectures, a textiles gallery and 

programs, a beautiful, public botanical garden and numerous concerts during the 

year through WFIT radio. 

The third—service—leg of the tripod is quite sturdy indeed, and the 

generosity of our friends and supporters, through gifts to this campaign, ensures 

its strength remains.

THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN FOR FLORIDA TECH — 15
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Firm Foundations for  
Stimulating Studies

If Rip Van Winkle had fallen asleep on the Florida Tech campus a decade 

ago, he would be startled by the campus as it is today. 

This transformation began in 1997 with an initial gift of $25 million from 

the F.W. Olin Foundation. Total gifts to the university from the foundation 

were $58 million.

As a result of the Olin Foundation’s generosity, Florida Tech’s campus 

was revitalized with several major facilities. The F.W. Olin Engineering 

Complex, housing 26 specialized research laboratories; the F.W. Olin Life 

Sciences Building, with 12 laboratories designed with multifunctional flex-

space; the F.W. Olin Physical Sciences Center (pictured), including a high-

bay research area and observatory dome housing a 32-inch telescope; and 

the F.W. Olin Sports Complex.  

In 2001, construction of the $6.6 million Charles and Ruth Clemente 

Center for Sports and Recreation was made possible by a generous gift 

from a Florida Tech trustee and his wife, and $2.5 million from the F.W. Olin 

Foundation. This state-of-the-art facility invigorated student life with a 

variety of fitness offerings and multipurpose space.

Highlighted in the donor profiles section of this magazine are two 

new facilities set to significantly enhance the campus environment—the 

College of Aeronautics’ Emil Buehler Center for Aviation Education and 

Research and the Ruth Funk Textile Arts Gallery at the Evans Library.

And there is more growth—and naming opportunities—on the hori-

zon through the Golden Anniversary Campaign. Plans are under way for a 

375-bed apartment-style student housing structure, set to open fall 2008, 

as well as an Olympic-size pool and diving well.

The College of Psychology and Liberal Arts is expanding and seek-

ing support for its programs, including a new classroom/research build-

ing and funding for the Autism Research Center and the Community 

Psychological Services Center.

Florida Tech’s campus landscape is poised to make a dramatic leap 

forward in the near future fueled by bricks and mortar support through 

the Golden Anniversary Campaign. A stimulating campus environ-
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Supporting 
Scholarships,  
Realizing Dreams

Bill Morris ’87 died 15 years ago when the helicopter he was piloting 
malfunctioned. His mother, Margaret Plum of Boston, Mass., thought it a fitting 
tribute to return to the place where her son spent so much time and loved so 
much—Florida Tech. She was one of several donors who attended the scholarship 
reception held in their honor Feb. 15.

Morris loved flying and he loved training others to do the same. He graduated 
from Florida Tech with a bachelor’s in aviation management flight option, and 
then taught flying for the next four years. He left Florida Tech and was selected 
for officer’s training with the Air Force the following month when tragedy struck. 
He accomplished a lot in 26 years, but still had so much to offer. The Bill Morris 
Advanced Flight Scholarship was established by his family and friends to give 
others a chance to do what he loved.

Since 1992, Morris’ family and friends kept the scholarship going. Plum 
decided to reach out to Morris’ former students and classmates after receiving 
a letter from a scholarship recipient’s parents last year. The letter expressed 
gratitude for giving their son, Ryan Plumeau ’06, the opportunity to achieve his 
dream of flying. It just happened to arrive on the same day that Morris died 
14 years earlier. “The letter was very moving. It gave me my answer that we 
should publicize the scholarship to keep it growing in order to offer it to more 
students,” Plum said. “I could not believe the letter was mere coincidence.

“He was tough on himself and expected the best of his students,” Plum 
said. “He shunned publicity. He preferred to be in the background—to be 
the wind beneath his students’ wings.” Plum considered these traits before 
she decided to publicize the scholarship last year. “I think this captures his 
spirit and he would be pleased to use his name for this effort.”

Pictured here, Plum got a chance to visit with Plumeau, a two-time 
recipient of the Bill Morris Advanced Flight Scholarship, at the scholarship 
reception. Plumeau graduated in December with a bachelor’s in aviation 
management flight option. He had already taken a commercial flying job 
in Houston, Texas, but returned to Florida Tech to meet Plum. She noted 
her son and Plumeau were both captains of the Falcon Flight Team. “For 
many of these fine people, this would not be possible without help,” 
Plum said. “It could be a turning point in their lives.”

Scholarships, such as this, are indispensable in helping Florida Tech 
students achieve their dreams. Generous contributions to the Golden 
Anniversary Campaign will help build these invaluable resources.

18 — THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN FOR FLORIDA TECH
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Tell us about the College of Aeronautics.

The College of Aeronautics is recognized as one of the top university-

based aviation programs in the nation. The programs and faculty have 

earned an international reputation for excellence in the education and 

preparation of aviation professionals. The college is responsible for 

graduate and undergraduate programs in the aeronautical sciences, 

aviation management, pilot/flight crew, computer science, meteorology, 

airport aviation management and development, human factors, and 

aviation safety. 

Many students enroll in 
the college not wanting 
to fly, but to work in 
the aviation industry. 
How will the Golden 
Anniversary Campaign 
meet their needs?

We plan to modernize the 

Air Traffic Control Laboratory, 

enhance the equipment 

for the Airport Design and 

Development Laboratory, 

build a new Airline Operations 

Lab and Dispatch Center, and 

upgrade our existing Center 

for Aviation Human Factors. 

Is scholarship funding a 
priority for the campaign?

We hope to add to  

existing or create new endowed 

scholarships to assist our 

undergraduate students. We 

plan to add endowed fellowships 

for graduate student research 

and an endowed chair for faculty.

Do you have any other 
priorities set for takeoff 
during the campaign?

I would be remiss if I did 

not mention our intention 

to find funding for a new 

Advanced Aircraft Systems 

Lab and endowed support 

for our Falcons Flight Team.

College of Aeronautics
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Tell us about the College of Business.

With its focused commitment to management of technology and oper-

ating technology-oriented organizations in both local and international 

environments, Florida Tech’s College of Business is transforming the way 

business students and business professionals compete in the global market-

place. Partnering with world-class technology professionals and interna-

tionally renowned business scholars, the College of Business connects a 

culturally diverse student and faculty population with business and tech-

nology leaders who are helping to shape the global markets of today and 

tomorrow.

and Leadership. Second, we 

hope to further strengthen 
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The School of Psychology 
has long had a strong 
Doctor of Psychology 
program. Tell us about 
the other graduate 
programs in psychology.
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What are the strengths of 
the faculty in the College 
of Science?

Nearly a third of Florida 

Tech’s faculty members are in 
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What is University 
College’s main  
priority for the Golden 
Anniversary Campaign?

We hope to construct a 

new building for University 

College in the heart of campus. 

This new facility would include 

a multimedia auditorium for 

conducting and presenting 

professional development 

programs, symposia and 

conferences. Also included in 

the building would be addi-

tional classroom space for 

Florida Tech and office space 

for University College admin-

istrators who are currently 

spread across campus.

Tell us about University College.
University College focuses on preparing students for work 

in the global society. We provide nearly 30 percent of the total 
academic enrollment at the university by offering 37 master’s 
degree programs at our 10 off-campus sites and through 
distance learning. As part of our outreach to the community, the 
college also offers consulting, applied research and professional 
development for business and governmental partners.

How will the campaign 
serve the 10 University 
College sites away from 
campus?

We plan to create 

multi-media classrooms 

for each of the Extended 

Studies sites. These class-
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The Florida Tech athletics 

program has come a long way. 

Now, in the Golden Anniversary 

Campaign for Florida Tech,  

the university is asking donors 

to step up to the plate to  

take it further to meet three 

priority needs.

Florida Tech razed the 

former, unsafe boat house 

on its Crane Creek property 

in 2006 to make way for a 

modern, two-story, multifunc-

tional facility. This is priority 

number one.

The new, creek-side 



Florida Tech TODAY | 37

Priority number three is the 

Athletics Field Lighting Project. 

“This is a critical need,” said 

Director of Athletics Bill Jurgens, 

“and we have already begun 

fundraising.”

Lighting the baseball, soccer 

and softball fields will cost an 

estimated $850,000. The light 

project will allow greater flex-

ibility in avoiding athletics class 

conflicts for practices. Lights 







40

Allen Henry and Phil Farmer both enjoyed 
remarkable careers, serving as captains of industry 
and chairmen of the Florida Tech board of trustees. 

Along the way, Farmer was the CEO of Harris 
Corp., while Henry was the CEO of Broadband 
Communications Products Inc. And both say that 
college scholarships were critical to their success. 
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PROVIDE FOR YOUR FUTURE 
AND FLORIDA TECH’S 

That’s exactly what  

Marilyn Link is doing by 

establishing her Florida Tech 

charitable gift annuity (CGA).

“Making a charitable  

gift annuity was a wise  

decision, providing me  

  

while making a lasting 

contribution to the  
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Donor Profiles

Members of Florida Tech’s faculty contribute 
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The Galaxy Society

When it comes to learning, there is no final frontier. The possibilities for enlightenment and discovery 

remain as limitless as space itself. But if there is one lesson history teaches us about all legendary explora-tions and great discoveries, it’s that it takes resources to fuel innovation.
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So Do We.
As an alumni association corporate 

partner, the US Bank mortgage program 
provides competitive mortgage rates 
and products in all 50 states. Talk to 
your US Bank representative and get 
personalized service and expert advice. 

Call our toll-free hotline today at 
(866) 840-4318 to get the mortgage 
customized to meet your specific needs.

*No lock-in fee ... just the lowest 
rate, easy pre-qualification, convenient 
application by phone, quick closings, 
minimal documentation, low closing 
costs, an excellent staff and great service. 
That’s the US Bank mortgage program.

All alumni, their spouses, parents, 
children, grandchildren, step children  and 
siblings are eligible for US Bank services, 

including mortgages. Take advantage 
of this special corporate benefit today.

If you’re talking about purchasing 
a home or refinancing, talk to us first. 
We believe that when you compare 
these features, you will find our 
mortgage program second to none.

*Select products apply

Florida Institute of Technology 
alumni, family and friends live 

and work in all 50 states.
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  The Florida Institute of Technology Alumni Association now has its own travel 
Web site. Access the same airlines, hotels and rental car companies, and find cruises and vacation 
packages like all the other major travel Web sites, and, best of all ... YOU get some of the lowest 
travel prices on the Internet! 

Every time you use a travel Web site, the travel companies pay BIG commissions for your 
reservation. Well, now when you book business or vacation travel on our Web site, the Alumni 
Association will get a whopping 40 percent of those commissions! 

You get excellent travel rates while supporting your alumni association! And your support 
helps us continue to offer great benefits to Florida Tech graduates and current students for your 
affiliation with an outstanding university.

Visit and bookmark www.FloridaTechtravels.com
Tell your friends and co-workers to use our new travel Web site, too!  
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1976
Paris Michaels, current doctoral student 
in the College of Aeronautics, was recog-
nized for holding a world aviation speed 
record over a commercial air route in excess of  
6,500 km. Michaels broke the former record 
when clocked at 990.57 km./hr. while flying 
an Airbus 330-300 on a Philadelphia-to-Rome 
flight.

1978
Steven Stein, 
M.B.A., was 
recently honored 
as the second 
recipient of the 
Robert E. Bathen 
Award by the 
Orlando office 
of management 
consulting and 
engineering firm 
R.W. Beck Inc.     

1980
David Anderson, M.S., had his first 
novel, Kingdom Come, published by Zumaya 
Publishing. It is the first in his Sorcerer 
Series, and more information can be found at  
www.davidlynnanderson.com and amazon.
com. He and wife, Jane, live in Melbourne, Fla.

1984
Russell Mosher teaches biology, anatomy 
and physiology, as well as coaching basket-
ball, baseball and soccer, at Livonia Central 
School in Livonia, N.Y. He and wife Sharon 
are parents to two daughters, Kirstie Lynn, 
12, and Corrine Elizabeth, 11. Classmates can 
reach Russell at SRMo1121@aol.com.

1986
Michael Sole was appointed to the posi-
tion of secretary of the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection by Gov. Charlie 
Crist. He has been with the agency more than 
16 years.

1987 
Joseph Namour  
’91 M.B.A. and 
wife Jennifer own 
a commercial print-
ing and publish-
ing  company, Gulf 
Coast Printing, in 
Fort Myers, Fla., 
that was recently 
awarded the desig-
nation of “#1 
Printer in North 
America” by the 
National Printing Association. They have 
three children, Danielle, 13, Jesse, 12, and 
Bethany, 10. The family can be reached at 
joe@gulfcoastprint.com. 

1988
John Rosseland is a hazardous materials 
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“ S A V E  T H E  D AT E ”  E V E N T S  |  H E L D  O N  C A M P U S  U N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  N O T E D

April
27—Astronomy & Astrophysics Public Lecture Series: “Invisible and Inaudible  
           Universe,” 8 p.m.
29—Jazz Goes to the University, 3 p.m.

May
4—Commencement Celebration
5—Spring Commencement
9—Alumni Reception, Chicago
11–12—Alumni Reception, Dad Vail Regatta, Philadelphia 

June
5—College of Engineering’s Capstone Classic Golf Tournament
 Turtle Creek Golf Club, Rockledge, Fla. 
19—Alumni Reception, Seattle 
20—Alumni Reception, Los Angeles
21—Alumni Reception, San Diego

Contact the Alumni Office for more information on alumni events.
O N G O I N G  E V E N T S  |  H E L D  O N  C A M P U S  U N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  N O T E D 
NCSBI Training Courses and Networking Opportunities
Visit www.	G8p4(bn)-2(iMC )18(o)-3(u7U.P3F)12.p4(le)-1(d)-1(e )-15(f)2(o)-4(r )-15(s)7cthedkle84(.)]TJ
-0.108 Tc
0 -1615 TD
[Priooessi o



Florida Tech TODAY | 55

There is an Opportunity for Alumni in the 
Golden Anniversary Campaign.

Generally regarded as the father of American rocketry, Dr. Werner 
von Braun, called our university, “Countdown College.” We ask you to 
count down together a new launch as the university continues to be 
recognized as one of the top technological universities in the world.  

Being alumni and trustees of this great university, we’re proud of 
the education we received and the preparation it gave us for the chal-
lenges we face every day. Those college days are still fixed in our minds 
and hearts as we consider our college experience from time to time.

Now, it’s our turn to reconnect with our history and to add to the 
university’s success! With a new passion, we embrace the legacy of 
our pioneers, professors emeriti and alumni. As trustees, our respon-
sibility is to ensure that the future vision of our alma mater responds 
to the global challenges that lie ahead preparing student to exceed  
expectations! 

Compared to other universities, ours is young in years yet rich in 
history. Our first five decades have elevated the university in the eyes 
of the world of science and business, and the next five years will ensure 
our place in academia. 

We look back on our history with great pride and at our institution 
for what it has become. Just as the first 50 years has been exciting, the 
future holds even more potential. Florida Tech continues to be vision-
ary and innovative. 

What began with a 37 cent gift is now a $50 million campaign in 
celebration of our first 50 years as a university.

As the public phase of the Golden Anniversary Campaign for 
Florida Tech launches, join us in supporting our university as it contin-




