
Questions that an osha inspector May 
ask you about Laser safety

The following are some of the questions that an OSHA inspector may ask during an inspection of workplaces 
at which lasers are used. These questions are designed to help OSHA determine whether an employer has 
an adequate laser safety program.  Employers and workers can review these questions and rationales to 
help improve their laser safety programs.

Question 1: Who is the Laser Safety Officer (LSO)?

Rationale: Required by ANSI Z136.1 (Safe Use of Lasers) for class 3B and 4 laser systems.  You cannot 
have an effective laser safety program if there is not a properly trained LSO to oversee it. 

Question 2: What classes of laser(s) are used?

Rationale: Sets the level of controls that need to be in place according to ANSI Z136.1.

Question 3: Do you have a Laser Safety Program in place?  Can you show me?

Rationale: Required by ANSI Z136.1 for class 3B and 4 laser systems.  A documented program indicates 
thought has been given to laser safety and sets the program’s requirements.

Question 4: Do you have any guidance documents on laser safety, such as a copy of ANSI Z136.1, “Safe 
Use of Lasers” standard?

Rationale: This question helps the compliance officer to understand the source of information you might 
use or rely on in setting up your own program. The ANSI document is considered by many to provide 
comprehensive information on the core of any laser safety program.

Question 5: What types of lasers do you have and what are they used for?

Rational: This gives the compliance officer an indication of program awareness. If the employer doesn’t 
know, it is an indication of poor training.

Question 6: Do you know where all the lasers are? Can you show me the inventory list?

Rationale: Gives indication of control of program. Lasers tend to move around and they need to be tracked.

Question 7: Do you require laser eye protection? If so, is it being used?

Rationale: This is an indication of awareness and training. Ask to see eyewear and check that it is properly 
marked with optical density (OD) and wavelength. Also check to see if it is properly stored. As with any form 
of PPE, it needs to be in working condition.




