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REVISION HISTORY 

Revision  
Number 

Revision  
Date 

Revised  
By 

Description of Change 

00 2019-07-12 Charles Cherrito Initial plan creation and implementation.  
01 2019-12-05 Charles Cherrito Updated waste transporter to MSE Group.  
02 2021-01-21 Charles Cherrito Periodic review.  

03 2021-05-26 Charles Cherrito 
Periodic review. Updated vendor pick-up 
locations. 

04 2022-03-14 Charles Cherrito 
Annual Review. Updated third-party 
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PROCEDURE FOR CONTAINMENT & IDENTIFICATION OF BMW 

Filled red BMW bags and filled sharps containers will be sealed at the point of origin. After sealed, 
they are not to be reopened. Ruptured or leaking containers of biomedical waste should be placed in 
a larger container without disturbing the original seal. All packages containing biomedical waste shall 
be visibly marked with the international biological hazard symbol and one of the following phrases: 
“BIOMEDICAL WASTE”, “BIOHAZARD”, “INFECTIOUS WASTE”, or “INFECTIOUS 
SUBSTANCE”. The symbol will be red, orange, or black and the background color shall contrast 
with that of the symbol or comply with OSHA’s Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.  
 
BMW red bags must also exhibit the following physical properties:  
 

o The international biological hazard symbol must be at least six inches in diameter on bags 
19”x14” or larger, and at least one inch in diameter on bags smaller than 19” x 14”.   

o Impact resistance of 165 grams and tearing resistance of 480 grams in both the parallel and 
perpendicular planes with respect to the length of the bag. 

o Incidental sum concentration of lead, mercury, hexavalent chromium, and cadmium will be 
no greater than 100ppm for dyes used in the coloration of red bags. 

 
Additional Requirements: 

o All sharps are required to be disposed of into leak proof, puncture-resistant containers; 
o All non-sharp BMW shall be disposed of in red, impermeable bags.  

 
SPECIAL NOTE 
A sharps container is considered full when materials placed into it reach the designated fill line, or, if   
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BMW RED BAG INFORMATION:  

BMW bags are supplied by Florida Tech’s third-party BMW transporter, and are compliant in design 
and construction as required by Chapter 64E-16.   
 
Unused Biohazard Bag Locations: 
Unused BMW bags are typically stored with unused bio-containers at each BMW storage location 
(locations are denoted in “The Storage of Biomedical Waste” section of this plan); however, there 
extra inventory may be located at the following location: 
 
Office of Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S) - Quad 407; Room 108  
 
CO-MIXING  

o Biomedical waste mixed with hazardous waste shall be managed as hazardous waste;  
o Biomedical waste mixed with radioactive waste shall be managed in a manner that does not 

violate the provisions of Chapter 64E-5, FAC; 
o Any solid waste, other than hazardous and radioactive, that has been mixed with biomedical 

waste shall be managed as biomedical waste. 
 

LABEm
[(L)5Bit  
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STORAGE OF BIOMEDICAL WASTE 

BMW shall be stored for no longer than 30-days. The 30-day period shall commence when the first 
non-sharps item of biomedical waste is placed into a red bag or sharps container, or when a sharps 
container containing only sharps is sealed. 
 
Indoor storage shall have restricted access from general traffic flow patterns and be accessible only to 
authorized personnel using locks, signs, and/or location. Outdoor storage areas and containers shall 
be secured from vandalism and shall be conspicuously marked with a greater or equal to 6 inches in 
diameter international biological hazard symbol. All areas primarily used for the storage of BMW shall 
be constructed of smooth, easily cleanable materials that are impervious to liquids, vermin and insect 
free, and maintained in sanitary conditions.   
 
Currently, there are three BMW storage areas on the main campus: 
 

1. Link Building (3nd Floor, Breezeway);  
2. Olin Life Sciences Building (1st Floor, Utility Hall); 
3. Health Sciences Research Center—HSRC (Room 127) 

 
ONSITE TREATMENT METHOD OF BMW 

Not applicable for Florida Institute of Technology. 
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TRAINING 

Florida Tech utilizes an online training s
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