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What is Environmental Health and Safety? 
 
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) is a department/section in an organization assigned with 
ensuring that the work done by the organization does not cause undue environmental harm, place 
workers' health and safety at risk that may pose injury/illness; complies with applicable legislation and 
follows best practices. 
 
EHS department/section goal is to prevent and reduce accidents, emergencies, health issues and/or 
environmental impacts at work or a job site. This done by applying a systematic and empirically 
informed approach to preventing accidents and injuries. EHS oversees a range of hazards, including 
biosafety hazards, ergonomic hazards, exposure to carcinogens, falls from height, water safety and 
heavy machinery operations. 
 
The work undertaken by EHS department/section is motivated by a number of concerns: The protection 
of workers, their health, and the natural environment; Compliance with legal requirements and 
regulatory standards; and the increase in productivity, profit, and morale that comes with a safe and 
healthy workforce. 
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Regulated Wastes 
Date revised: 1/25/21 
Florida Tech produces various types of regulated wastes through research activities and/or institute 
maintenance spanning federal, state, and local regulations. Florida Techs’ Environmental Health & 
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Plans 
 
EHS Strategic Safety Plan (2020-2024) 
Date revised: 11/2/21 
This plan is a guiding document for the department to prioritize work and resources, while 
accomplishing its mission. To prioritize the work, EHS needs to know what goals will help Florida Tech 
meet its vision for health, safety, and environmental protection and what strategies will be most 
effective in achieving those goals. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/  
 
Florida Tech Bloodborne Pathogens Plan 
Date revised: 7/12/22 
This plan has been developed by The Office of Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S) as part of the 
Florida Tech’s Biosafety Program. Florida Tech’s Bloodborne Pathogens Plan has been developed to 
ensure that all employees are protected from the risk of exposure to bloodborne pathogens, such as the 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and the Hepatitis B Virus (HBV). This Plan has been developed in 
accordance with the regulations set forth in the Occupational Safety and Health Administration's 
(OSHA), 29 CFR 1910.1030: Occupational Exposure to Bloodborne Pathogens Standard. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/biosafety/  
 
Florida Tech Biomedical Waste Plan 
Date revised: 1/9/23 
This plan is Florida Tech’s Plan for management of biomedical waste production, safety and disposal. 
Biomedical wastes require careful containment and disposal before collection and consolidation for 
treatment. The Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) has dictated initial measures for 
discarding regulated medical-waste items. These measures are designed to protect the workers who 
generate medical wastes and who manage the wastes from point of generation to disposal (29 CFR 
1910.1030). 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/biosafety/  
 
Florida Tech Controlled Substance Safety Plan 

Appendix A--Controlled Substance Employee Screening Record 
Appendix B--Controlled Substance Request for Authorization Record 
Appendix C--Controlled Substance Use Fact Sheet 
Appendix D--Controlled Substance Authorized Users List Letter 
Appendix E--Controlled Substance Chain of Custody (COC) 
Appendix F--Controlled Substance Usage Log 
Appendix G--Controlled Substances Spill Record 
Appendix H--Controlled Substances Inventory Audit Record 
Appendix I--
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instructional activities by those individuals who are authorized to work with controlled substances at 
Florida Tech. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/biosafety/  
 
Florida Tech Infectious Disease Response Plan (IDRP) 
Date revised: 3/22/22 
This plan has been created for Florida Tech to better prepare for a possible infectious disease (agent) 
incidents or an outbreak (commonly referred to as a “pandemic”). It outlines the steps to take before, 
during, and after an outbreak to further reduce/eliminate the possibility of occupational exposure to 
employees, students, residents, and the general public. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/biosafety/  
 
Florida Tech Chemical Hygiene Plan 

Index of Chemical Names (Chemical Information) 
Date revised: 7/18/22 
Florida Tech is legally and ethically required to provide a safe working environment for all its employees 
and students under the General Duty Clause, Section 5(a)(1) of the Occupational Safety and Health Act 
of 1970, employers are required to provide their employees with a place of employment that is ‘free 
from recognized hazards that are causing or are likely to cause death or serious physical harm.’  Since 
Florida Tech employs workers engaged in the use of hazardous chemicals, Florida Tech must comply 
with the provisions of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standard: "29 
CFR§1910.1450, Occupational Exposure to Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories." 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/chemical-safety/  
 
Florida Tech Hazard Communication Plan 
 Chemical Inventory Format 
Date revised: 4/20/22 
Hazardous chemicals, and products containing hazardous chemicals, are used at all Florida Tech 
locations.  To protect the safety and health of employees that may be exposed to hazardous chemicals 
under normal conditions, or in foreseeable emergencies, Florida Tech will comply with 29 Code of 
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https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/regulated-wastes/hazardous-waste-
contingency-plan/  
 
Florida Tech Hurricane Contingency Plan (not published/internal document) 
Date revised: 2/10/21 
The provisions of the plan must be carried out immediately whenever an imminent hurricane has the 
potential to cause the release of hazardous waste, biomedical waste, or radioactive waste which could 
threaten human health or the environment.  This plan is also intended to describe the actions university 
personnel must take to consolidate and prepare the various waste streams to minimize accidental 
release and prevent hazards to human health or the environment. 
 

Florida Tech Fume Hood Canopy Plan 
Date revised: 7/8/22 
The fume hood is often the primary control device for protecting laboratory workers when working with 
flammable and/or toxic chemicals. OSHA’s Laboratory standard (29 CFR 1910.1450) requires that fume 
hoods be maintained and function properly when used. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/chemical-safety/  
 
Florida Tech Aerial-Scissor Lift Plan 

Appendix A-Aerial-Scissor Lift Inspection 
Date revised: 4/8/22 
This plan has been established to ensure the safe operation of aerial and scissor lifts. Additionally, this 
plan ensures that employees understand and comply with applicable regulations and industrial safety 
standards related to aerial/scissor lifts. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/occupational-safety--health/  
 
Florida Tech Compressed Gas Safety Plan 
Date revised: 4/4/22 
Hazards associated with compressed gases include oxygen displacement, fires, explosions, and toxic gas 
exposures, as well as the physical hazards associated with high pressure systems. Special storage, use, 
and handling precautions are necessary in order to control these hazards. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/occupational-safety--health/  
 
Florida Tech Ergonomics Plan 
Date revised: 1/21/21 
The purpose of this plan is to apply ergonomic principles to the workplace to reduce the number and 
severity of musculoskeletal disorders (MSDs), thus decreasing workers’ compensation claims and, where 
possible, increasing productivity, quality, efficiency as well as employee health. An ergonomically 
designed work environment maximizes employee comfort while minimizing the risk of undue physical 
stress that often leads to injuries. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/occupational-safety--health/  
 
Florida Tech Fall Protection Plan 
Date revised: 2/4/21 
The objective of this plan is to identify and evaluate fall hazards to which employees will be exposed, 
and to provide specific training as required by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) Fall Protection Standard. 
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https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/occupational-safety--health/  
 
Florida Tech Hearing Conservation Plan 
Date revised: 2/8/21 
This plan requires the monitoring of areas/equipment that may pose hearing damage to employees. This 
exposure to noise levels at or above 85 decibels (dB) averaged over 8 working hours, or 8-hour time-
weighted average (TWA). Florida Tech will monitor all employees whose noise exposure is equivalent to 
or greater than a noise exposure received in 8 hours where the noise level is constantly 85 dB. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-
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Florida Tech Personal Protective Equipment Plan 
Date revised: 6/2/20 
This plan provides educations about the personal protective equipment requirements and procedures to 
safeguard personnel safety and health. 
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/occupational-safety--health/  
 





13   
 

Florida Tech strives to provide all building occupants with an environment that maintains acceptable 
indoor air quality. This plan is designed to protect the health and safety of building occupants and 
decrease exposure to indoor air contaminants.  
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/environmental-management/  
 
Florida Tech AED Plan 
Date revised: 4/15/22 
This plan was developed to address the use of AEDs in Florida Tech workplaces and areas of operations 
when mobile. Cardiovascular disease is the single greatest cause of death in the United States. Nearly 
half of those deaths are due to sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) in out-of-hospital settings, including the 
workplace. Prompt application of the integrated skills of cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and 
automated external defibrillation (AED) provide victims of SCA with the greatest chance of survival.  
https://www.fit.edu/office-

https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/environmental-management/
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/life-safety-protection-program/
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This document provides guidance on proper handling/storage. Peroxide-forming chemicals are a class of 
compounds that have the ability to form shock-sensitive explosive peroxide crystals when exposed to 
various storage conditions or extended storage times.  
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/peroxide-forming-chemicals/  
 

https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/peroxide-forming-chemicals/
https://www.fit.edu/media/site-specific/wwwfitedu/environmental-health-and-safety-ehs/documents/Florida-Tech-Safety-Guidelines-for-Pregnant-Women-in-Florida-Tech%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%99s-Laboratories.pdf
https://www.fit.edu/media/site-specific/wwwfitedu/environmental-health-and-safety-ehs/documents/Florida-Tech-Safety-Guidelines-for-Pregnant-Women-in-Florida-Tech%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%99s-Laboratories.pdf
https://www.fit.edu/media/site-specific/wwwfitedu/environmental-health-and-safety-ehs/documents/Florida-Tech-Safety-Guidelines-for-Pregnant-Women-in-Florida-Tech%C3%A2%C2%80%C2%99s-Laboratories.pdf
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/regulated-wastes/hazardous-waste-contingency-plan/
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/regulated-wastes/hazardous-waste-contingency-plan/
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/forms-and-documents/
https://www.fit.edu/office-of-environmental-health-and-safety/forms-and-documents/
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