
	  

	  

 

TITLE:	  Laboratory	  Housing	  of	  Animals	  

	  
Purpose:	  For	  experimental	  reasons,	  research	  animals	  are	  sometimes	  housed	  outside	  of	  dedicated	  
animal	  housing	  space	  within	  a	  vivarium,	  within	  a	  researcher’s	  laboratory	  or	  a	  teaching	  laboratory.	  For	  
example,	  animals	  may	  need	  to	  be	  exposed	  to	  certain	  environmental	  conditions	  that	  cannot	  be	  provided	  
within	  the	  vivarium,	  such	  as	  warm	  or	  cool	  temperatures.	  This	  procedure	  addresses	  requirements	  for	  
nonvivarium	  housing	  of	  animals,	  for	  which	  investigative	  TAs	  or	  students	  provide	  some	  or	  all	  husbandry.	  

	  
PROCEDURE:	  	  Housing	  of	  animals	  outside	  a	  dedicated	  vivarium	  for	  greater	  than	  12	  hours	  requires	  
IACUC	  approval.	  Such	  housing	  cannot	  exceed	  24	  hours,	  must	  be	  based	  on	  clearly	  defined	  needs,	  and	  
must	  be	  described	  in	  an	  IACUC-‐approved	  animal	  care	  and	  use	  protocol.	  Such	  housing	  will	  be	  approved	  
only	  for	  scientific	  reasons,	  or	  urgent	  and/or	  intensive	  medical	  needs	  of	  the	  animals	  that	  cannot	  be	  
accommodated	  within	  dedicated	  animal	  facilities.	  The	  protocol	  must	  also	  contain	  details	  of	  husbandry	  
practices	  and	  the	  suitability	  of	  the	  laboratory	  environment	  for	  housing	  animals	  (e.g.,	  adequate	  
ventilation,	  light-‐dark	  cycle).	  

Requirements	  for	  housing	  animals	  in	  a	  laboratory	  include:	  
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