
glass partition in the hallway adjacent to the eleva -

tors and stairwell, providing visual reminders to all 

that the humanities and communication courses 

at Florida Institute of Technology are now housed 

within a school rather than a department.

“I de�nitely know where I am when I step o� the ele -

vator,” says Raymond, a senior Communication stu -

dent and former editor of The Crimson newspaper. 

“We are now the School of Arts and Communication, 
the ‘SAC’. I like saying the name, it’s strong,” she adds. 
“It makes us seem more legitimate in some way.” 

But this is more than just a name change.

“Being a school gives us more room to grow within 
the university,” says Robert Taylor, Ph.D., head of 
the SAC and associate dean of the College of 
Psychology and Liberal Arts (CoPLA). 

“We simply had outgrown our operations as a 
department, in regards to scope and size,” he adds. 

“A department tends to be more narrow in focus, 
in terms of curriculum. However, if you look at 
a school, we have more to o�er and can further 
diversify our o�erings in the future.”

Most American research universities follow simi-
lar basic hierarchical structure of academic units: 
the university may house multiple colleges; each 
college, in turn, may house schools of specialized 
study; and the schools may contain a number of 
separate, focused departments.

While the SAC is still a part of CoPLA within Florida 
Tech’s structure, the new designation is de�nitely 
an upgrade. 

Florida Tech’s board of trustees approved the status 
change in the university’s current strategic plan. 
But while the new designation became o�cial in 
the summer of 2013, it has taken the last year or 
so for students, faculty, and the public to notice 
the di�erence.

“It took me a minute to realize what going from a 
department to a school actually means for this pro-
gram,” says Zachary Falone, a senior Communication 
student with an emphasis in Marketing. 

Kevin Burke, who joined the Florida Tech Music Program in 
2014, has set the tone of excellence with world-class perfor-
mances and vibrant educational opportunities for students
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From the Chair:
Education is Our Profession
So much has happened since the last issue of 
The Communicator hit the stands that it is hard 
to think of what to write about �rst! 

Of course, the major news is that we are now 
the School of Arts and Communication (SAC), 
a status that is already presenting new oppor-
tunities for both faculty and students. Without 
doubt, our growing from the Humanities and 
Communication Department into the SAC is a 
major event in the history of our academic unit.

This new designation is recognition of our 
breadth, depth, and the major role we play in 
students’ educational careers here at Florida Tech. 
When some people hear the term “SAC,” they think 
of the U.S. Air Forces’ old Strategic Air Command 
and its slogan, “Peace is Our Profession.” I would 
like to think that the uno�cial slogan of our 
School is “education is our profession.”

In terms of infrastructure, the new School of Arts 
and Communication is making steady progress. 
Almost all SAC faculty are now housed in the 
Crawford Building, with a concentration on the 
�fth �oor. This can only increase our visibility 
on campus. We also have now, for the �rst time, 
a conference room for meetings and student-
related events. When its remodeling is �nished, 
it will be something we all can be proud of.

Our roughly 80 full- and part-time faculty con-
tinue to shine as teachers and scholars in many 
di�erent �elds. In particular, Dr. Lisa Perdigao 
received the prestigious 2014 Florida Tech Faculty 
Senate Award for Excellence in Research, which is 
quite an accomplishment for an English literature 
scholar at a technical university. 

Two faculty members, Lars Jones and Wanfa 
Zhang, attended the University of Hawaii’s East-
West Center for an institute on infusing Asian 
studies into our curriculum. And yours truly man-
aged to take—and pass—the U.S. Army’s Military 
History Instructor course o�ered at the Combat 
Studies Institute of the Command and General 
Sta� College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

In addition, new faculty have joined our ranks, 
bringing with them new ideas and making con-
tributions with their teaching, scholarship, and 
service. Dr. Kevin Burke, at the helm as director of 
music programs, is already making plans to take 
the music program to the next level. Our Study 
Abroad sessions �ourish, with the Netherlands/
Communication program leading the way. 

In May, joint operations with Continuing 
Education saw Professor Matt Ruane and I lead 
a World War II history tour of Western Europe. It 
was a great experience that I hope our students 
will have one day.

Germany’s infamous Dachau concentration camp 
was one of the stops on the tour, and one of 
the most emotional historical sites I have ever 
visited. It is hard not to mourn at a place where 



FACULTY EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH AWARD WINNER CONTINUES MOMENTUM
By Kelsey McMullan, The Communicator

It’s been a busy year for Lisa K. Perdigao, Ph.D., and 
she wouldn’t have it any other way.

In addition to teaching courses in western civili-
zation, American and British literature, �lm, and 
television, Perdigao kicked up her research in most 
of those subjects as well. 

Within the last year, she penned 16 
new essays on topics ranging from 
contemporary poetry to the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe.

Whew! 

That’s a lot of work for any profes-
sor to tackle in a mere 12 months, 
but not as surprising for Perdigao, 
who was promoted recently to full 
professor of English in the School 
of Arts and Communication. She 
received Florida Tech’s Faculty 
Excellence in Research Award at 
last year’s Honors Convocation. 

Perdigao is the second person from 
SAC and the second woman in FIT 
history to win the award.

“I was incredibly shocked, sur-
prised, and elated to have won … 
It was an honor to be nominated 
by Drs. Taylor and Patterson and then to have 
received the recognition of the Faculty Excellence 
Committee,” she says.

The award recognizes research in the past �ve years. 

Perdigao’s publications during this period include a 
monograph, 11 published essays, and a co-edited 
collection of essays. She presented 16 conference 
papers as well as organized and chaired nine panels 
at national conferences. 

With her win, Perdigao has now 
received two of the university’s 
three faculty excellence awards: 
the Excellence in Research 
Award and the Kerry Bruce 
Clark Award for Excellence in 
Teaching for the 2007–2008 
school year. 

In his presentation of the award 
at the Honors Convocation, 
Faculty Senate President  
Robert van Woesik pointed 
out the signi�cance of a faculty 
member in the humanities win-
ning the research award, com-
menting that Perdigao was able 
to excel as a researcher despite 
carrying a heavy teaching load. 
In 2013–2014, Perdigao taught 
eight courses, three of which 
were new additions to the 
program.

Perdigao’s research focuses on the representation 
of death in literature, �lm and television. She is 

known for her obsessions with Joss Whedon’s “Bu�y 
the Vampire Slayer,”  “Fire�y,” and “Serenity,” and the 
works of Tim Burton.

“My interest in body theory took a morbid turn 
when I started looking at the representations of 
death, but I looked at them as examples of narra-
tive strategies more so than macabre sites within 
the texts themselves,” Perdigao says.

She has written on how bodies are represented 
and acted upon in the television series “Fire�y” and 
“Fringe.” She has also looked at how Christopher 
Nolan’s �lms “Memento” and “Inception” represent 
patterns of incessant grief and mourning; in another 
paper, she explores how the television show “Glee” 
depicts the “art of letting go.” 

Her essays on the television shows “Once Upon a 
Time” and “Grimm” as well as the 2009 �lm “Coraline” 
examine ideas about reading and rewriting fairy 
tales. An essay co-authored with Angela Tenga, 
Ph.D., analyzes how the adaptation of “The Vampire 
Diaries” novels to television re�ects doubling and 
hybridity, concepts that are central to the series.  

“In the humanities, teaching and research go hand 
in hand,” she says. 

“Discussions with my students have inspired many 
of these projects, and I hope to continue to bring 
that work into the classroom.”

TAYLOR AND RUANE’S OUTSTANDING EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE
By Kelsey McMullan, The Communicator

They may not have been Bill and Ted, but Robert Taylor, Ph.D., and Matthew Ruane, 
Ph.D., had an excellent adventure in Europe last summer. 

So much so, they are already making plans for their next trip.

Coordinated through Florida’s Tech O�ce of Continuing Education, the professors 
gave a guided tour of World War II sites and memorials in Europe. The trip kicked 
o� in Paris and then traveled to Normandy, Holland and Belgium. The last three 
days of the trip were spent in Germany. 

In all, the group explored such places as Napoleon’s Tomb in Normandy, France; 
battleground sites where the �lm “A Bridge Too Far” was �lmed in the Netherlands; 
the Siege of Bastogne and the Battle of the Bulge site in Belgium; and Hitler’s 
mountain retreat, the Eagle’s Nest in Germany.

“I expected it to be a lot of fun, but it really surpassed all of my expectations,” Ruane 
says. “There was a lot of information and sightseeing. Almost all of the places we 
visited were the �rst time for me.” 

While he wasn’t a fan of the long drive from Liege to Munich through the Black Forest 
on the Autobahn, he admits actually seeing the Eagle’s Nest up close was exciting. 

“I was honestly, remarkably ready to be freaked out by going up into the Alps to 
see the Eagle’s Nest, and I was! The place was on top of a mountain at over 5,000 
feet in height, almost 6,000 feet. I’ll never forget that view!”

Taylor had dreamed of going to Paris since he was 11 years old, and the trip didn’t 
disappoint. He was able to see �rsthand several of the places he teaches about 
each semester. 

“If I had to pick one thing, it would be Paris. It blew me away,” he says. “I walked 
around for two days with my mouth open.”

Ruane added that standing on the beaches at Normandy and getting a picture 
was the most memorable part for the entire group. 

“It was one of those unifying moments, getting the group picture with the �ag,” 
he says. “It was the part I’ll remember most.”

Lisa Perdigao is only the second person in the 
SAC—and the second woman in FIT history—
to receive the Faculty Excellence in Research 
Award. 





Making Moves:
SAC Faculty News Roundup
 Faculty Promotions

Congratulations to these deserving faculty mem-
bers named to this year’s promotion list: 

•	 Dr. Lisa Perdigao to full Professor

•	 Dr. Gabriella Baika to Associate Professor

•	 Dr. Youngju “YJ” Sohn to Associate Professor

•	 Dr. Jamie Younkin to Associate Professor 

Andrew Aberdein 
was promoted to full pro-
fessor and elected vice 
president of the Florida 



Music program director hitting  
all the right notes
By Ted Petersen
The Communicator

F lorida Tech’s music program was bursting at the seams—too many concerts, instruments and students, 
and not enough faculty and sta�.

“All music programs require at least one person 
working on logistics and scheduling,” said Eliza 
Dopira, an instructor of music at Florida Tech. 

Music programs are complicated. 

They have regular musical events, students 
from many di�erent majors, lots of instruments, 
sound equipment and sheet music, and large 
numbers of adjunct faculty to teach lessons. 

Enter Kevin Burke, Ph.D., an associate professor 
of music and director of music programs who 
was hired last summer to provide leadership to 



Annie Caza causes commotion 
when she’s in motion
By Natalie Dorfeld
The Communicator

By day, she’s a mild mannered ESL instructor. 
Her classroom is often �lled with laughter and 
timely examples, qualities that make her very 
popular amongst her students. 

By night, or rather the early morning hours 
when most of us are still counting sheep, she 
can be found running across the Melbourne 
Causeway with her beloved Olive, an energetic 
Dalmatian puppy. 

As a shining example of a modern day 
Renaissance woman, one can safely say Annie 
Caza is multifaceted individual who can seem-
ingly do it all with ease. 
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Shannon Strahan stays grounded  
in her roots as career soars
By Rolanda Hatcher-Gallop
The Communicator

It’s a simple gold band, really; one that Leonard 
Redman gave his wife, Geraldine, on Valentine’s 
Day in 1991.

Their granddaughter, Shannon Redman Strahan, 
now wears it as a reminder of the loving grand-
parents who were such an integral part of her 
childhood. 

“This ring is signi�cant because my grandparents 
spent their entire lives in Flint, Michigan. 

“They were good, hard-working folks who loved 
their family, but never got to travel outside of 
Flint. Their whole world was their tiny, matchbox 
home,” says Strahan, who frequently �ies around 
the country in her job as a nuclear project man-
ager in organizational development/change 
management for Florida Power & Light (FPL).

Although her grandparents passed away in 
2008, within six months of each other, Strahan 
believes they both would have been proud to 
see her walk across the stage in the Gleason 
Performing Arts Center last December as 
she received her Master of Science in Global 
Strategic Communication.

Strahan began her M.S. journey in January 2009 
and completed all of her course work within two 
years under the guidance of Judy Strother, Ph.D., 
chair of the communication graduate program.

Then life interrupted.

“I moved from Palm Bay back to my hometown 
(Tequesta, Florida), got hired at FPL, got married, 
became a full-time stepmother and received 
several promotions,” she says.

It then dawned on her that if she didn’t �nish her 
design project soon, she could lose her ability 
to graduate.



THE WRITERS’ DEN PEER TUTORING PROGRAM HEATS UP
By Brittney Lamb, For The Communicator

What skill is not only incorporated in every educa-
tional study, but also in every professional environ-
ment? The answer is writing! 

Writing is not just the act of forming letters and 
words into sentences on paper. It is an art form 
that includes structure, meaningful content and 
purpose. 

Many students, however, do not view writing in 
this way. 

The Writers’ Den aims to change that. 

Housed under the auspices of the School of Arts 
and Communication, the Writers’ Den is a student 
volunteer-based, peer-editing service o�ered to all 
Florida Tech students who want help with brain-
storming, sentence structure, MLA/APA format, 
grammatical errors, proofreading and many other 
aspects of writing. 

A faculty member supervises each session for qual-
ity assistance.

Joy Patterson, an English instructor in the SAC, is 
the driving force behind this service.

Before joining the Florida Tech faculty in Fall 2013, 
Patterson taught at Melbourne Central Catholic 
High School. There, a writing service was under way 
for a year, but it was hard for students to �nd time to 
visit it and for faculty members to volunteer hours. 

Most universities o�er a writing service that is sepa-
rate from course tutoring, since writing is a required 
skill for every student, no matter their major. 

While Florida Tech o�ered students help in the 
Academic Support Center, the university did not 
have a center devoted exclusively to student writing 
skills. It was the perfect opportunity for Patterson 
to bring her vision to life. 

The Writers’ Den opened in September 2013 with 
incredible help from Brooke Wheeler who, at one 
time, headed up the Thompson Writing Program 
at Duke University. 

“She was a great resource,” says Patterson.

At �rst, tutoring was o�ered on the third �oor of the 
library, where the athletes logged study hours. By 
the following spring, the center had serviced nearly 
30 students, 10 of whom returned for additional 
tutoring. Research by Patterson, with the help of 
tutor Brittney Lamb, found that grammar, espe-
cially subject/verb agreements, word choice and 
comma usage, were the most common mistakes 
for students.

Since then, the Writers’ Den has been going full 
throttle, forging ahead on its mission to o�er stu-
dents the chance to learn and hone their skills. 

The center now o�ers work-study positions for peer 
tutors and provides tutoring sessions in the library 
as well as in Room 311A on the third �oor of the 
Crawford Building. 

By o�ering unlimited writing help to all majors, 
the Writers’ Den strives to inspire a positive shift 
in student attitudes toward writing. Each tutoring 
session will in�uence this goal by giving individual 
attention to the speci�c needs of students who 
choose to bene�t from this free service. 

April Vivino, a junior international business and 
prelaw student, says she likes tutoring her peers.

“I personally enjoy writing, and I hope I can share 
that enjoyment with other students,” she says.

The Writers’ Den website can be accessed at http://
cpla.�t.edu/sac/writers-guide, where students will 
�nd a calendar of tutor availability as well as short 
introductions to the tutors themselves. 

An appointment can be made in advance, but walk-
ins are always accepted. 

Natalie Dorfeld, an assistant professor of English 
who volunteers with the program, is already see-
ing its impact on those who take advantage of the 
opportunity to improve their writing skills.

“There is a de�nite need for a writing center with 
such a diversi�ed student body,” she says.

Patterson is excited and extremely optimistic about 
the growth of the Writers’ Den, especially its poten-
tial impact on students and their writing skills.

“The faculty has been really supportive, and I thank 
them all for their assistance,” she says. “We have 
needed this for a long time.” 

SAC Alumni News Roundup
•	 Chris Bonanno, Fall 2012 (M.S.), is a sta� writer with Florida Today in Melbourne. 

•	 Drew Lacy, Spring 2014, is an email marketing specialist at Abrams Learning Trends,  
Austin Texas.

•	 Ashley Kalita, Fall 2013, is an internal communications specialist at Embraer US.

•	 Allison Glunt, Spring 2010, recently received her master’s degree in civil engineering and is 
now a PE Trainee at Florida Department of Transportation, Deer�eld Beach, Florida.

•	 Brooke (Fisher) Hambright, Spring 2012, married Brett Hambright on Dec. 23, 
2014. They are now expecting a daughter. Brooke is a membership marketing and event coordinator at 
Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA). 

•	 Angie Lassman, (Minor in Communication), Fall 2012, is a weekend meteorologist/reporter 
at FOX 26 KNPN in St. Joseph, Missouri.

•	 Eric Savage, Spring 2014 (M.S.), is a vacation services coordinator at Starwood Vacation 
Ownership.

“We have 
needed 
this for a 
long time.”

Joy Patterson,  
English instructor
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