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From the Writing Instructors at the Academic Support Center

THE THESIS STATEMENT

The thesis statement is the MOST IMPORTANT SENTENCE in the entre essay.

Itis a CLEAR, concise, and specifc sentence statng the main idea of the essay and covers ALL subpoints to
be discussed. AVOID being VAGUE.

It must be a sentence—it cannot be a fragment or a queston.

It must be REQUIRE PROOF or further development; it cannot be a fact.
It should NOT contain phrases such as “I think...”; state it assertvely.

It should not be too BROAD, too NARROW, or ANNOUNCE itself.

It is desirable to LIST the SUBPOINTS that will be developed in the BODY of the paper in the thesis creatng
a mini-outline of the essay. List them in the order they will be developed.

The inital thesis statement used in the draf will probably be revised to include any new relevant ideas discovered in
the writng of the essay.




